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Holden secures $45 million in Transportation Projects for Pennsylvania's 17th Congressional District
WASHINGTON DC - Congressman Tim Holden (PA-17) announced that the House of Representatives today passed HR 3550, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU) by a vote of  357-65.  Included in that bill are fifteen (15) high priority earmarked projects worth $45 million that Holden was able to secure for his Congressional District. 

"I am proud to have been able to deliver the resources needed to address the transportation needs of my district," said Holden." 

TEA LU reauthorizes the federal highway, public transportation, highway safety, and motor carrier safety programs for 6 years, from fiscal years 2004 through 2009.   It provides a total of $279.5 billion in transportation infrastructure funding and will continue protect and grow U.S. jobs in the transportation sector and related industries. "1.7 million new jobs will be created and sustained by the infrastructure funding increases in this bill, and these are jobs that cannot be outsourced overseas!" commented Holden.  "This is a jobs bill, pure and simple.  Its the best kind of stimulus our economy can have."

As the senior Pennsylvania delegation member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Holden played a key role in communicating Pennsylvania's needs to the committee.  

Of the $279.5 billion in the bill, $188 billion is apportioned to the various state departments of transportation on a formula basis to be used for highway construction and upkeep.  Under TEA-LU, Pennsylvania's 6-year funding apportionment is $9.05 billion, some $750 million more than it received under the previous 6-year authorization.  Additionally, of the $36.7 billion apportioned from the bill for transit needs, Pennsylvania's 6-year apportionment is $1.987 billion, nearly a half billion greater than the previous 6-year authorization.

"I am pleased to report that Pennsylvania does just fine in this bill, but the fight is not over yet.  We'll have to work hard when we conference with the Senate to protect our state's share of the formula money, and we'll have to work hard to craft a final bill that the President will sign," said Holden.  "Now the hard work begins."

-More-

The following is a list of Congressman Holden's high priority earmarked projects in HR 3550:

	Berks County

	Project Description
	Amount

	PA Route 61 safety improvements, Leesport Borough and Ontelaunee and Muhlenburg Townships, PA
	$3,000,000

	State Street Bridge Rehabilitation, Hamburg
	$1,500,000

	PA Route 183 widening and ramp enhancement, Bern Township, PA
	$1,600,000


	Dauphin County

	Project Description
	Amount

	Extension of Third Street from Interstate 83 to Chestnut Street, Harrisburg, PA
	$5,000,000

	Linglestown Square, roadway and intersection improvements, Lower Paxton Township, PA
	$3,000,000

	Rail Bridge Removal and intersection improvements, Cameron and Paxton Streets, Harrisburg, PA
	$1,400,000

	Intersection improvements at PA Route 209 and Water Company Road, construction of a bridge and access enhancements to Nature and Arts Center, Upper Paxton Township, PA 
	$500,000

	State Street and Mulberry Street Bridge Lighting project, Harrisburg, PA
	$4,000,000


	Lebanon County

	Project Description
	Amount

	Schaefferstown Bypass, PA Route 501, Lebanon, PA
	$1,000,000

	Construct 9th and 10th Street bridges over Norfolk Southern Tracks, Lebanon, PA
	$7,000,000

	Construct Campbelltown Connector, Lebanon County, PA
	$2,000,000


	Perry County

	Project Description
	Amount

	Reconstruct PA Route 274, at PA Route11/15, Duncannon, PA
	$1,000,000


-More-

	Schuylkill County

	Project Description
	Amount

	Construct PA Route 61/Schulkill Haven Bypass, Schuylkill Haven, PA
	$10,000,000

	PA Route 309 roadway construction and signalization improvements in Tamaqua Borough, PA
	$2,000,000

	Union Street Trade and Transfer Center Intermodal Facility, Pottsville, PA
	$2,000,000


-30-
