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Arlington National Cemetery

Description:  Final resting place of President John F. Kennedy, President William Howard Taft, 

and Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall.  Location of The Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier, The Memorial Amphitheater, and The Custis- Lee Mansion.

Location: Across the Memorial Bridge, 3/4 mile from the base of the Lincoln Memorial.


Hours: Open daily 

October through March 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM.


April through September 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM.

General tours: Narrated Tourmobile



Summer: runs every 15 minutes 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM



Winter/Fall: runs every 30 minutes 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Tour Cost: $6 for adults, $3 for Children 3-11, $5 for Senior Citizens
Tourmobile Phone:  (202) 554-5100
Phone:  (703) 607-8000
Nearest Metro stop: Arlington National Cemetery

Website:  www.arlingtoncemetery.org/

Botanical Gardens

Description:  Site, planned by Jefferson and Washington, includes an indoor conservatory and an

           outdoor garden

Location: 1st Street and Maryland Avenue, Southwest

Hours: Conservatory is open daily 10 AM - 5 PM 


 Bartholdi Park is open daily dawn until dusk

Tours: Free 45-minute highlight tours of the U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory may be available on 
the day of your visit. Check at the Visitor Information Desk upon your arrival. 
Groups of 10 - 35 visitors may reserve a free 45-minute guided tour of the Conservatory. 
These tours are offered Monday through Friday at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m and on weekends 
when space permits. 
Please make tour reservations at least three weeks in advance by calling (202) 226-4082.
Phone: (202) 225-8333

Nearest Metro stop: Smithsonian Station

Website:   www.usbg.gov

Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Description: Designs, engraves, and prints all currency 

Location: 14th and C Streets, Southwest

VIP Tours: 45 minute tour designed for constituents of Representatives and Senators

Regular hours: Tours begin at 8:15 AM and 8:45 AM, Monday through Friday

Summer hours: Tours begin at 8:15 AM, 8:45 AM, and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  
Closed all weekends, Federal holidays, and the week between Christmas and New Years 
Constituents must contact their Representative or Senator for VIP tours for tickets at least 
three months in advance
General Tours:  March-September free, same-day tickets are required and are distributed from the ticket booth located on Raoul Wallenberg Place side of the building on a first-come, first-served basis beginning at 8:00 a.m. weekdays. 
The ticket booth closes when all tickets have been distributed.  No tickets are required for tours 
October-February no tickets are required for tours.  Line up at the Visitors’ Entrance on 14th Street.  Please allow 45 – 50 minutes for tour.  Tours are offered between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

School Group Tours are offered from 11:00 AM through 12:15 PM year round and from June through August, 5:00 PM through 6:40 PM Monday through Friday
Closed on weekends and Federal holiday
Phone: (202) 874-2330
Nearest Metro stop: Smithsonian
Website:  www.moneyfactory.com
National Children's Museum
Description:   Educational, child-centered complex with hands-on interactive exhibits focusing on 

culture, the arts, and sciences.

Location:  955 L'Enfant Plaza North, SW
Hours:  The museum is scheduled to open in June of 2008
Phone:  (202) 675-4120
Nearest Metro stop:  Union Station

Website:  http://www.ncm.museum/
Corcoran Gallery of Art

Description: First art gallery in Washington. Emphasis on American art, but also includes

          important pieces by Monet, Renoir, Courbet, Pissaro, and Morse.

Location: 500 17th Street, Northwest

Hours: Open daily, 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM.  

             Closed on Tuesday

             Open 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM Thursday

Admission: $12 for families, $6.75 for adults, $4.75 for senior citizens. $3 students with current ID, 

         and free for children under 12.

Phone: (202) 639-1700

Nearest Metro stop:  Farragut West (Blue/Orange line) or Farragut North (Red line).
Website:  www.corcoran.org
Dumbarton Oaks

Description: 16 acre property including a formal garden located on an historic 19th century estate 

Location: 1703 32nd Street, Northwest.  Located one block east of Wisconsin Avenue between R 
and S Streets in Georgetown.

Hours: The Garden is open daily 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM November through March 14

 Open 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM March 15 through October
 Closed on Federal holidays

 Allow approximately 2 hours to tour the grounds

 The museum and museum shop are now closed and will reopen in 2007.

Admission:  Tickets required. Call for prices.
Guided tours must be arranged in advance

Phone: (202) 339-6401
Nearest Metro Stop: Smithsonian 

Website:  www.doaks.org

FDR Memorial

Description:  A memorial depicting the 12 years of Franklin Delano Roosevelt's presidency through

a series of four outdoor gallery rooms

Location:  1850 West Basin Drive, Southwest, near the Jefferson Memorial.

Hours:   Open Daily except Christmas
Interpretive Ranger Staff available form 8:00 AM - 11:30 PM
Bookstore open from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Admission:  Free

Phone:  (202) 426-6841
Website:  www.nps.gov/fdrm

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Description: Tours include the history of federal violations and white collar crimes.

Location: E Street between 9th and 10th Streets, Northwest

Hours:  Closed for renovations until 2007

Phone: (202) 324-3447
Nearest Metro stop: Archives/ Navy Memorial or Federal Triangle.

Website:  www.fbi.gov

Ford's Theatre
Description:  A tribute to Abraham Lincoln's love of the performing arts, it is both a working 

theatre and a historical monument

Location:  511 10th Street, Northwest, between E and F Streets
Hours:   Open daily except Christmas

Open for free self-guided tours 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Performance schedules vary
Phone:  (202) 347-4833

Nearest Metro stop:  Metro Center or Gallery Place

Website:  www.fordstheatre.org

International Spy Museum

Description:  Largest collection of espionage-related artifacts open to the public showing the

           history of spying throughout the ages

Location:  800 F Street, Northwest

Hours:   Open daily except Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year's Day
Hours vary according to the date of visit
Admission:  $14 for adults, $13 for seniors and military, $11 for children 5-11, under 5 free.  
Additional fees for special exhibits.

All tickets are date and time specific and are subject to availability.

Purchasing tickets in advance recommended during the summer.

Phone:  (202) 393-7798
Nearest Metro stop:  Gallery Place/Chinatown

Website:  www.spymuseum.org

Jefferson Memorial

Description: Monument in honor of Thomas Jefferson based on the architecture of the Pantheon.

Location: East Basin Drive, Southwest near the Tidal basin in East Potomac Park.

Hours: Open daily except Christmas, 8:00 AM - Midnight.

Phone: (202) 426-6841

Admission:  Free

Nearest Metro stop: Smithsonian.

Website:  www.nps.gov/thje/home.htm
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Description:   America’s living memorial of John F. Kennedy, which includes the Hall of States, the 
Hall of Nations, international theaters, performances, lectures, and artwork.

Location: 2700 F Street, Northwest, at Rock Creek Parkway

Tours: Tours conducted by Friends of the Kennedy Center volunteers are offered 10:00 AM 
- 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, and 10:00 AM through 1:00 PM on Saturday and Sunday

Free performances presented on the Millennium Stage in the Grand Foyer everyday at 6 PM.  

Admission: Free

Phone:  (202) 467-4600
Nearest Metro stop: Foggy Bottom/George Washington University.

Website:  www.kennedy-center.org


Library of Congress

Description:   The nation’s oldest federal cultural institution which houses the greatest collection of 
books in the world
Location:  101 Independence Avenue and 1st Street, Southeast
Hours: 10:00 AM through 5:30 PM Monday through Friday.

Tours: 10:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 1:30 PM, 2:30 PM, 3:30 PM Monday through Friday

 Saturday tours are offered at 10:30 and 11:30 AM and 1:30 and 2:30 PM

Group Tours:  10 - 60 people, only by reservation


 Available as early as 9:00 AM and as late as 1:00 PM Monday through Friday

Phone: (202) 707-5000

Nearest Metro stop: Capitol South Station

Website:  www.loc.gov

Lincoln Memorial

Description: Built in honor of Abraham Lincoln in the style of ancient Greek temples.

Location: Constitution Avenue and 23rd Street facing the National Mall.
Hours:  Open daily except Christmas


  8:00 AM - 11:30 PM

Admission: Free

Phone:  (202) 426-6841

Nearest Metro stop: Foggy Bottom

Website:  www.nps.gov/linc/

MCI Center

Description:  Home of the NBA's Washington Wizards, the NHL's Washington Capitals, the

           WNBA's Washington Mystics and the Georgetown Hoyas.  Also includes business

           meeting rooms, Discovery Channel store, Destination D.C. store, restaurants, and a 

           National Sports Gallery interactive museum.

Location: 601 F Street, Northwest.  Pennsylvania Avenue

Hours:   Open 365 days a year, 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM.  

Order tickets at the MCI Box Office Monday-Saturday 10am-5:30pm or call Ticketmaster.  
Phone: (202) 628-3200
Nearest Metro stop:  Gallery Place/Chinatown
Website:  www.mcicenter.com

Mount Vernon

Description: George Washington’s estate and gardens.

Location: 16 miles south of D.C. at the southern end of the George Washington Parkway.

3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon, Virginia 
VIP tours: Begin daily at 8:45 AM from April 1 to October 31.  24 hour advance notice necessary.

Hours: Open 7 days, 365 days a year.


8:00 AM - 5:00 PM April through August


9:00 AM - 5:00 PM March, September, October


9:00 AM - 4:00 PM November through February

Admission:  Adults - $11.00, Senior Citizens (over the age of 62 with identification) -$10.50,

         Children ages 6-11- $5.00, Children ages 5 and under Free

Additional admission needed for George Washington's Gristmill

Phone:  (703) 780-2000

Nearest Metro Stop:  Huntington Station, exit lower level to Fairfax Connector bus

Website:  www.mountvernon.org

National Aquarium

Description:  Nation’s first public aquarium which includes tanks of fish, frogs, alligators, sharks,          and other fresh and saltwater animals.  
Location: 14th Street, Northwest between Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenue

Hours:  Open daily except Christmas and Thanksgiving.

  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (last admission at 4:30 PM)

Note:  Animal Keeper Talks and Animal Feedings are at 2pm daily
Admission: Adults $5.00, Children ages 2-10 years $2.00, Seniors and Military $4.00
Phone:  (202) 482-2826
Nearest Metro stop: Federal Triangle
Website:  www.nationalaquarium.com

National Cathedral

Description:   Church designed by Pierre L’Enfant and commissioned by President George 
Washington 
Location: Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, Northwest (Entrance on Wisconsin Avenue)

Hours:  10:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 6:30 PM on Sundays, 10:00 AM - 4:30 PM on Saturdays

Available hours for tours and the museum store vary

Phone: (202) 364-6616

Nearest Metro stop:  Woodley Park, Cleveland Park, or Tenleytown-AU

(additional transportation by bus available)

Website: www.cathedral.org

Octagon

Description:   Served as James Madison’s White House following the destruction of the real White 
House by the British in 1814.  In addition, the Treaty of Ghent was signed in the 
Octagon which lead to the end of the War of 1812.

Location: 18th Street and New York Avenue, Northwest.

Hours: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Tuesday through Sunday


 Closed on Mondays, New Year's day, Thanksgiving and Christmas

Admission: Adults $5, children and seniors $3.00
Phone: (202) 638-3221

Nearest Metro Stop: Farragut North (Red Line) or Farragut West (Blue/Orange Line)
Website:  www.archfoundation.org/octagon

The Old Executive Office
Description:   An architectural and historic marvel designed by Alfred B. Mullet which has housed 
the Departments of State, War, and Navy.
Location: 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, between E and G Streets

Tours:   Tours are limited to Saturday mornings 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM by reservation only

Reservations must be made 3-4 weeks in advance, call Tuesdays or Wednesdays between 
the hours of 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM
Phone: (202) 395-5895

Nearest Metro stop: Farragut West or Farragut North

Website: http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/wash/dc32.htm
The Old Post Office

Description:  Built in 1899, the old post office was the largest government building in D.C. and the 
first to have a clock tower as well as electric power.  In addition, the Old Post Office 
Pavilion holds many shopping and dining attractions.  
Location: Pennsylvania Avenue and 12th Street, Northwest.

Hours:   Tower- 8:00 AM -8:00 PM April through September.



   9:00 AM- 5:00 PM September through April.


   Pavilion: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM Monday through Saturday



   Sunday 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Phone:   Tower- (202) 606-8691  

Pavilion- (202) 289-4224

Nearest Metro stop: Federal Triangle or Metro Center

Website:  www.oldpostofficedc.com

Pentagon
Description:  Headquarters of the Department of Defense and world’s largest office building.

Location: Arlington, VA immediately west of the Potomac River.

Group tours:  Tours offered from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday through Friday, conducted for parties of 10 or more.

Tour office will accept and process only those tour requests from educational 

institutions (middle school/high school/college), churches, government agencies, or 

military organizations.


Reservations must be made by congressional office two weeks in advance.

Phone: (703) 697-1776

Nearest Metro stop: Pentagon (Yellow/Blue)
Website:  www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pentagon
Smithsonian

Description: World’s largest museum complex comprised of over a dozen museums and galleries.

          Also a center for research in the arts, sciences, and history.

Anacostia Museum and Center for African-American History --1901 Fort Pl, S.E.

American Indian Museum - 4th Street and Independence Ave., S.W.
Arthur M Sackler Gallery -- 1050 Independence Ave, S.W.

Arts and Industries Building --900 Jefferson Drive, S.W. 
Freer Gallery of Art -- Jefferson Drive and 12th Street, S.W.

Hirshorn Museum & Sculpture Garden -- Independence Avenue and 7th Street, S.W.

Holocaust Memorial Museum -- 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, S.W.  

National Air & Space Museum -- Independence Avenue and 6th Street, S.W.

National Gallery of Art -- 4th Street between the Mall and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

National Museum of African Art -- 950 Independence Avenue, S.W.

National Museum of American Art -- 8th and G Streets, N.W.

National Museum of American History -- 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.
National Museum of Natural History -- 10th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

National Portrait Gallery -- 8th and F Streets, N.W.

National Postal Museum -- 2 Massachusetts Ave, N.E.

National Zoological Park - 3001 Connecticut Ave, N.W.

Renwick Gallery -- Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street, N.W.

Sackler Gallery -- 1050 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Smithsonian Institution Information Center (The Castle) -- 1000 Jefferson Drive, S.W. 

Hours:   Open daily, except for December 25, from 10:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
The Smithsonian Institution Information Center is open daily from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM.

Extended summer hours.

Admission: Free.

Phone: (202) 357-2700 

Website:  www.si.edu/visit

State Department

Description: Tour includes an overview of the history of U.S. diplomacy, 18th century American 

          furniture and fine artwork

Location: 2201 C Street, Northwest between 23rd and 21st Streets

Tours: Guided tours Monday through Friday


9:30 AM, 10:30 AM, and 2:45 PM


Tours last approximately 45 minutes.

Admission:  Free, but reservations are required

Due to the large volume of requests, please make reservations at least four weeks in 
advance 
Tour designed for adults and children over the age of 12.

Phone: (202) 647-3241

Nearest Metro stop: Foggy Bottom/ George Washington University.

Website: www.state.gov
Supreme Court

Description:  The highest court in the nation offers a variety of educational programs, films, 

lectures, and exhibits. 
Location: First Street and Maryland Avenue, Northeast

Hours: 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM Monday through Friday

Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holidays.

No tours given during August.

Public lectures are conducted in the courtroom every half hour except when Court is in

session.

Admission:  Free. No tickets required, but reservations are.


         Reservations can be made by calling (202) 479-3395 between 3:00 and 5:00 PM.

Phone: (202) 479-3211

Nearest Metro stop: Capitol South Station or Union Station 

Website:  www.supremecourtus.gov

Tourmobile Service

Description:  Guided tour bus that travels through the District of Columbia from Capitol Hill to 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Location:  1000 Ohio Drive, Southwest

Hours:  Tours offered daily from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM. Except Christmas and New Years day

Tickets: Unlimited re-boarding privileges the day of the ticket purchase.

Adults $20 and Children $10

Specialty, seasonal tours are also available

Phone:  (202) 554-5100

Website:  www.tourmobile.com

Treasury Department

Description:   Chief financial institution of the United States which manages monetary resources.
The Treasury tour includes the 1864 Burglar Proof Vault, the Cash Room, the 

Salmon Chase and Andrew Johnson suites, and the Secretary’s Conference and 
Reception Rooms. 

Location: 1400 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest.

Tours: Currently all tours of the Main Treasury Building have been suspended until further notice.

Offered Saturday morning at 10:00, 10:20, 10:40, 11:00. 

Tour last approximately 90 minutes.

Closed on Federal holiday weekends. 

Admission: Free.  Advanced registration is required.

You must have a confirmed reservation no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoon in 
order to attend a tour on Saturday.
Phone: (202) 622-0896

Nearest Metro stop: Metro Center and McPherson Square.

Website:  www.treasury.gov/offices/management/curator/tours.html

Union Station

Description:   Washington's Beaux Arts Transportation Hub.  Home to Amtrak’s mid-Atlantic 
station, this magnificent architectural setting contains specialty shops, cinema, 

restaurants and a diverse food court.  
Location: 50 Massachusetts Avenue, Northeast on Senate side of Capitol Hill.

Hours:   24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Store Hours: 10:00 AM- 9:00 PM Monday through Saturday and Noon – 6 PM on Sunday

Phone: (202) 289-1908 or (800) USA-RAIL

Nearest Metro stop: Union Station

Website:  www.unionstationdc.com

U.S. Capitol

Description:   The U.S.Capitol building, which houses the meeting chambers of both the Senate 

and the House of Representatives, is the heart of Washington D.C.  The Capitol tour 
will include historical rooms such as the Crypt, the Rotunda, Statuary Hall, the Old 
Supreme Court Chamber, as well as some of the nation’s most important and 

symbolic architecture and artwork.

Location: Capitol Hill

Congressional Tours: Contact respective Congressman or Senator for further information. 

General Tours:  Offered 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM Monday through Saturday

No guided tours offered on Sunday, Thanksgiving, or Christmas.  

Tour passes available at 9:00 AM on a first come first serve basis from the kiosk 

located in the Southwest corner of the capital grounds on I and Independence, 

Southwest.
Tours last approximately 30-40 minutes and are offered every 15 minutes 
Tours do not include the Hall of the House of Representatives or the Senate 
Chamber, but they may be seen following the tour.  When Congress is in session, 

gallery passes, obtained from your respective Congressman, are necessary to view 

the session.
Admission:  Free.  

Phone: (202) 225-6827

Nearest Metro stop: Union Station 

Website:  http://www.aoc.gov/cc/capitol/index.cfm
U.S. Naval Observatory

Description:   The Observatory is currently the authority in the areas of Precise Time, Astronomy, 

and Earth Orientation Parameters.  Tour guides discuss the mission and history of 
the Observatory

Location: 34th Street and Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest.

Hours:   Only open to the public for tours on alternating Mondays at 8:30 PM until 10:00 PM, 
weather permitting

Security screening begin at 8:00 PM, those arriving after 8:20 PM will not be granted 

admission

Tours are available on a limited basis and may be subject to short notice cancellations.  

No tours are offered between July 26, 2005 and Labor Day

Closed on federal holidays.

Tickets:  Tour passes must be reserved at least 4-6 weeks in advance

Reservations:    Utilize online request forms or send a fax to (202) 762-1489 (visit the website for 

guidelines) 
Website: www.usno.navy.mil

Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial

Description:  The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial honors all Americans who served in the Vietnam 

War through dramatic engravings in a wall of reflective black granite.  The names of 
over 58,000 people who did not return are inscribed on the wall.

Location: Constitution Gardens at Constitution Avenue and Bacon Drive.

Hours:  Open daily except Christmas


  8:00 AM - Midnight

Admission: Free.

Phone: (202) 426-6841

Nearest Metro stop: Foggy Bottom 
Website:  www.nps.gov/vive/home.htm

Washington Monument

Description:   One of the tallest masonry structures in the world, dedicated in 1885 to the first 

United States President
Location:  15th Street and Constitution Avenue, Northwest

Hours:  Open daily except Christmas and July 4th


   9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Admission:  Individual same day tickets are offered for free on a first-come first-serve basis from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
The ticket kiosk is located on the Washington Monument grounds at 15th Street and Jefferson Drive
Phone:  (202) 426-6841

Nearest Metro stop:  Smithsonian Station

Website:  www.nps.gov/wamo
The White House

Location: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest

Hours:  7:30 AM until 11:30 AM Tuesday through Saturday.

Tours:  Tours are available to groups of 10 or more and must be set-up through your Congressman. 

Requests will be accepted as early as six months in advance and scheduled between one 

month and one day of requested date.  
In addition to the White House tour, visit the White House Visitor Center located at the 
southeast corner of 15th and E Streets. 
The Center is open seven days a week from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and features many 
aspects of the White House, including its architecture, furnishings, first families, social 
events, and relations with the press and world leaders, as well as a thirty-minute video.
Nearest Metro stop:  Federal Triangle, Metro Center, and McPherson Square
Admission: Free

Phone: (202) 456-7041
Website:  www.whitehouse.gov

Wolf Trap Farm for the Performing Arts

Description:  The Nation’s first National Park for the performing arts that offers opera, symphonic

           music, pop concerts, jazz, and ballet.

Location: 1645 Trap Road, Virginia Route 7, Near Vienna, V.A.

Hours: Open during warm weather only.

Admission: Price varies depending on program


        Tickets can be ordered through Protix at (703)218-6500 or (800)955-5566 daily from


        10:00 AM - 9:00 PM.
Seniors may receive a 50% discount if tickets are purchased in person at the box office.

Phone: (703) 255-1900.

Website: www.wolf-trap.org.

World War II Memorial

Description:   The National World War II Memorial, located on the National Mall in Washington, 

D.C. commemorates the sacrifice and celebrates the victory of the WWII generation.  

The World War II Memorial creates a distinct, evocative and serene tribute yet 
remains respectful and sensitive to its historic surroundings.
Location:  12th Street and Independence Avenue, Northwest

Hours:  Open daily except Christmas and July 4th


   9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Admission:  Free

Phone:  (202) 426-6841

Nearest Metro stop:  Smithsonian Station

Website:  www.nps.gov/nwwm
Zoological Park

Description: Includes over 3,000 exotic animals.

Location: 3001 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest

Hours: Grounds open daily except Christmas



6:00 AM - 8:00 PM, October 31 - April 3 



6:00 AM - 6:00 PM, April 2 – November 1

Animal buildings open daily except Christmas



10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, October 31 - April 3


10:00 AM - 4:30 PM, April 2 – November 1
Tours:  Guided and group tour information may be obtained by calling (202) 673-4955.

Phone: (202) 673-4800

Nearest Metro stop: Woodley Park Zoo.

Website: http://natzoo.si.edu/
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